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Hin “lm Born. The Figure Is a .
Companion for Eve in the
Same Set of Sculpture

Just Found.

and New

Before the Christian World Ever Heard of America

BCHNT discoveries among the
ruined citles of Central
America, mnotably by the
in Guatemala, and progress
in interpreting those already found
copled In Mexico and Yucatan,
ralsed with greater force than
the question of where the
anclent Astecs, the kindred races
the Oentral Amerionn States, and

:

tised by Christians are too closs to bs mere colnct
dences, Any court of law would pass upon them as de-
rived from a common sourcs.

And yet thess traditions and observances were s fa-
miliar part of Mayan and Arteo life centuries before the
discovery of Amerioa by Columbus, and the conquest of
their elvilization by marauding Spaniards,

The recent finds that have ralsed the mystery anew
are panels and inscriptions and picture writings in
which the lagend of the Fall of Man is clearly indicated.
rot only Eve, the first mother, is shown, but Adam.
And one striking bas-relief presents the ocharacters
which have been {dentified a8 Adam and Eve, with the
addition of the Subtle Berpent of the story., In tNis
soulpture the enake is not, as usually depicted, colled
around the Tree of Life. It is held instead by Eve, and

The Dress That Made Paris

Vowto Reform
Its Fashions

HE world has doubtless been surprised
by the news that Parls leaders of
fashion bave declared that Parle

fashions must bs more modest.

The world, and particularly the American
part of it, have had an idea that Paris And
modesty were not on speaking terms, but
they were mistaken,

Here 18 the gown that mads the Parlsian
soolsty leaders declare that this sort of thing
bad gone far enough.

It i» saMd to be the most decollets costums
ever worn in a respectabls public place. It
was designed by one of the most noted cou-
turiers of Paris, and was greatly deplored
by sociely because the very best designers
bave, as a rule, refused to follow the ex-
tremes in undress, for which Parisian fash-
fons have recently become notorious.

The offending gown was worn by one of the
bandsomest and beat knmown actresses of

Paris. She appeared In it ons evening at
ons of the best restaurants of the city, be-

fore a large gsthering of men and women
of high soc position, including & num-
ber American visitors.

Several Frenchwomen, inoluding a distim
gulshed duchesa, who was accompanied by
ber daughtar, withdrew from the restaurant
when they saw the startling dresa,

It in urged on behalf of the dress that 1t s
beautiful and artistic. This fact is admitted

purely soclal occaslons. Those who are seek-
ing to correct the taste of Parls maln
that dress in soclety must be regarded
some axtant as & covering for the body,
not simply as an oraament and & means o
snhancing ita semi-nudity.

This gown is cut down to the walst at
back, and nearly as low {s front. It is held
to the shoulders by a very open nstwork of
pearls. A lMght swathing of very transparent
gaure is thrown over the shoulders. This
hides nothing, but lends an additional soft
ness and allurement to the sxpanse of white
flesh seen through it

The skirt 18 & gracefully draped affalr of
velvet lberally siit in front and sxposing
bars lmbs shod with shoes of a modified
sandal type.

It is significant that immediataly after the

apparition of this gown the lead
tl women of Paris soclety |
their manifesto, urging all women
waf good breeding to do thelr utmost
to discourage lmmodest and extreme
fashions.

Henoe, many now
speak of it as “the
gown that made us
reform.™

There werT o
however, m A& n ¥
other faots that
led the more seri
ous element In so-
olety to feel that
it was time w0 call
& balt
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ssemp t0 be adding to its blandish-
ments to hers whila Adam wstanda
Hstening, -

Btill other carvings have been In-
terpreted as {llustrating the warfous
logends of the Patrlarcha and o
opne case there seems no doubt that
a legend identica]l with the sacrifice
of Isanc is ‘depicted.

In fact, say the archasologists,
elther here there iz a serles of oo
incidences unparmmlielled in history
and well-nigh unbellevable, or else
some one thoroughly schooled in 014
and New Testament came into con-
tact with the Mayans, the ‘prede-
oessors of the Astecs, in some far
distant time and partly, at least,
converted them,

It 18 worthy of note that even at
the time of the Conquest the priests
who accompanied Cortes wers struck
by these resemblances. They found
slde by wslde with the basest and
most brutal superstitions, the most
familiar religious observances, There
was, for instance, the ritual of the
baptism of infants, and one can im
agine the surprise of the conquerors
when thay saw the bables sprinkled
with water justlikea Christian babe,
while the “heathen” priest prayed
“the One Living God to permit the holy drops to wash
away the sin that was given to it before the foundation
of the world, so that this child may be born anew.”

Btill more curiously familiar were some of thelir pray-
ers. “Wilt Thou blot us out, O Lord, forever,"” ran one
of them. “Is this punishment intended not for our
reformation, but for our destruction?” “Keep peace with
all; bear injuries with humility; God, who sees all, will
avenge you."

While the most striking parallel of all with the New
Testament, notes the historian, Prescott, was the decla-
ration in thelr moral code that “he who looks too curi-
ously on & woman ¢commits sin with his eyes”

Again the rite of confesalon was practised among the
Astecs, and among the exhortations of the priest was
this one: “Clothe the naked and feed the hungry, what
ever privations it may cost thee; for remember thelr
fleah Is like ¢hine, and they are men like thee."

No mention, however, is made in the older writlngs of
similar storiea to the earliest legends of the Bible, the
carven {llustrations of which have just been recognized

And here, too, it may be sald that almost all the em-
blems of the Masonic order have been Kentified In the
Yucatan bduried cliles, carven in their temples, There
is even the Apron with the Hye set within the Triangle

In connection with thess discoveries an early theory
has gained some eredence. This s bound up with the
story of Quatzalcoat], the great white God of the Asztecs.
The legend they held of him was that one day, back in
the far distant past, a stranger of noble appsarance, white
and bearded, salled in from the Atlantic Ocean in a bark
of serpent skins. He taught them agriculture, gave them
iaws—and then, fncurring the wrath of one of the prin.
cipls gods of the country, salled away after promising
to return agaln with his sons and rule the country,

At the time of the Conquest there was a very explicit
tradition of Quetzalcoat] which described his appearance
with a convincing minuteness. The legend, in fact, did
much to assist the Spaniards in conquering the country,
becauss the superstitious Montezuma, the ruler, was

persusded that the Spaniards wers those of wham Quet-
zaleoat]! had prophesied,

It has been held by some scholars that Quetzaleoatl
Was really the apostle Thomas. Ths Aztec pame means
:mh-:-a serpent, but the last syllable also means

twin” Didymus, the Greek for Thomas, also signiies a
twin. This seems glght ground for such & startling
identtfieation, but an analysis of all the facts seants to
prove that centuries before Columbus 3 white man d4ld
actually visit the Mayans, He taught them many things,
and in the laws he gave them were, |t seems, the moral
obsarvances and the legends mentioned. The priests of
the native gods, fearing the influence his taachings were
gaining, expelled him from the country, The lessons
remained fxed In the memories of those he bhad taught,
however, and were pictured in the stones so recently
tmq. At the sama téme, side by side. with the
Siranger's code was observed the code of the anciemt
gods. Only in this way can the mystery be at all sn-
swared. Who Quetzalooat]! really was can mever be

known, but b must have besn a Christian. and & man
of enormously strong ity

personality,
It is another odd thing, in passing, that in the pioture

A Mayan Bas Relief Representi v
Tempting Adam. The T':vo Au"BeEn.
Holdln_g the Snake Which Is Counsel-

ling Them, and (to the Right) a
Wall Sculpture Which Is Thought
to RePresent Adam and Abel.

Below Is the Wonderful Ruined Temple at
Uxmal Known as the Temple of the
Columns in Which Rituals Cor-
responding Strangely to the
Christian Were Observed
Long Before the
Spanish Conquest.

writings identified as telling the story of the Fall, the
Tree of Knowledge |s often deploted as a cocoa tres, and
a bird takes the place of the serpent,

Another slgnlficant fact is the use of the symbol of
the cross in the great sacred ¢ity of Palenque.

This was first observed in the famous tablet of the
cross (scovered at Palenque. It formed part of the
Group of the Cross, a remarkable ornament on one of

To Make Shipwreck Perfectly Safe

VPRY ingenious device has been In-
A vented by a German, Gustav Heln-

rich, which ha declares will deprive
shipwreck of all its terrors under all cireum-
stances,

Furnished with this device a passenger
might be thrown {nto mid-Atlantic and lUve
in comfort for many days while wallng 1o
be picked up.

The apparatus !s made of watertight can-
vas, It has sleeves ending In gloves, There
fs a port hole In the head which can be
closed when the weather is rough. When
the port hols i elosed &ir enters through a
tube above the head. No water can enter
through this, s

The man or woman using this device
atands with ks fdet in a sortof bucket which
forma the base. Thia bucket takes
in a certain quantity of water
which ancts as ballast, and keeps
the litesaver and [is ocoupant up-
right. Sufficlent food and drink
can ba taken aboard to keep the
passenger alive for & week or
more. .

The apparatus {8 provided with a revolver
and signal lights, with which the shipwreck-
#d passenger can signal for help by day or
night. Attached to the apparatus are ropes
by which two or thres peopls can keep them-
selves afloat {f they have not the pood for
tuna to have lifesaving outfita of thelr
own,

It is proposed that ons sult of this kind
should be provided for every person on &
ship, At present. ms has been proved by
many terrible disasters, there are no ade-
quate provisions for saving life in case of &
sudden sinking of the #hip through eollision
or any other cause,

The boals are not sufMiclent to carry all
passengers, and it seems doubtful whether
a sufficient number will e¥er be provided, al-
though an unusuaily acti™» » >vement for in.
suring safety at ses has bec™ " olng on lately.
In any case shipwrecked pussengers may be
thrown in the sea with such haste that there
ia no chance for them to get into the boats.
In such speohients the boats may be sunk or
made useless from many causes,

The Ifesaving sults at present provided
are comparatively llttle use in case of a
shipwreck in midocean.

Coprright. 1814, by the Slar Company. Great Britain Rights Resorved

the principal temples. This group shows 2 cross.li@
structure with a human figure at each sids, and othe
detalls. It ds ocovered with closely sget hieroglyphie
characters, Apparently a scensa closely resembling the
basic act of the Christian religion is here represented,
Whether this 18 & mere coincldence, or whether Chris
tlanity was brought to this land in some forgotten
perlod, is an unsolved mystery.
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